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Gre Black Bear 


The black bear, found throughout the Rogue 
River canyon, varies in color from cinnamon 
to black. They generally weigh between 200 
and 300 pounds and stand about 3 feet tall at 
the shoulder. 


Bears are most active in the late spring and 
summer, which is when they visit camps in 
search of food. A keen sense of smell enables 
bears to sniff out food you may have in camp. 
You are most likely to be visited by a bear in 
the early morning or late evening. 


Bears have poor eyesight so make sure they 
can hear you coming; talk, wear bells, or 
make other noises. 
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Stay away from bears. 


we 
= 


Don’t get between a mother and her cub! A 
sow may be very protective of her young. 
Watch them from a distance. 


Don’t challenge a bear! 


If you meet a bear, stay calm. The bear may 
decide to challenge you by stamping its feet, 
clacking its teeth and “wolfing”. If this hap- 
pens, slowly back away from the bear and 
leave. Don’t turn and run; the bear may run 
after you. 


Dogs and bears don’t mix. 


It is safest to leave your dog at home when 
travelling in bear country. If you must take 
your pets with you, be sure to leash them if 
a bear wanders into camp. 
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pa this is their home 
and you are the visitor! 
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Ghe Black Bear 


The black bear, found throughout the Rogue 
River canyon, varies in color from cinnamon 
to black. They generally weigh between 200 
and 300 pounds and stand about 3 feet tall at 
the shoulder. 
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Bears are most active in the late spring and 
summer, which is when they visit camps in 
search of food. A keen sense of smell enables 
bears to sniff out food you may have in camp. 
You are most likely to be visited by a bear in 
the early morning or late evening. 


Bears have poor eyesight so make sure they 
can hear you coming; talk, wear bells, or 
make other noises. 
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@ear-Proof Your Camp 


Try one or more of the following methods to 
keep your food safe: 
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e Put food and garbage away in a dry box or 
cooler. 


e Wipe off your coolers with ammonia or 
bleach. 


e Stack coolers and place cans or pots and 
pans on top. 


e Place coolers around your table, throw a 
tarp over everything and weigh it down. Put 
open containers of ammonia on top of 
coolers. 


e Strap your coolers and dry boxes together to 
make a mountain of objects that would be 
difficult to get into. 


e Suspend garbage or food between two trees 
or hang it froma limb. It should hang 10 feet 
above ground and 4 feet from the tree trunk. 
If there are no trees, place food or garbage 
under an overturned bucket, twist the bucket 
into the sand, and weigh down with a rock 
or heavy object. 


Single-branch method 


Bear Safe 


¢ Keep food out of your tent and keep coolers, 
trash, and food away from your sleeping 
area! 


e Don't leave food in your boat—even if the 
boat is anchored offshore. Tubes could be 
punctured if a bear climbs in. 


e Never discharge a firearm at a bear. A 
wounded bear is very dangerous! 


e Keep a clean camp and take food scraps 
and grease with you when you leave. 


¢ Do not feed the bears! We all want to see 
bears, but those that are fed may become 
nuisances and might have to be destroyed. 


Please don't sign their death warrants! 
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r More Information 


At the Rand Visitor Center, obtain maps, 
regulations, and other up-to-date information 
on the Rogue River, Rogue River Trail, and 
the natural and cultural history of the Rogue 
River Canyon. 


Rand Visitor Center 
14335 Galice Road 
Merlin, OR 97532 
(541) 479-3735 


Bureau of Land Management 
Medford District Office 
3040 Biddle Road 
Medford, OR 97504 
(541) 770-2200 


U.S. Forest Service 
Gold Beach Ranger District 
1225 South Ellensburg Ave. 
Gold Beach, OR 97444 
(541) 247-6651 aS on 
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